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Ethel Waters: Queen of ‘The Firsts’

ETHEL WATERS:  
HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW

DRAMATURGY

History Maker Ethel Waters (1896-1977)  was a brilliant blues singer and ac-
tress who, despite a very rough start in life, became the first Black woman to 
sing on American Radio, the first African American to star in her own televi-
sion show, the first African American to be nominated for a Primetime Emmy 
Award (and the second to be nominated for an Academy Award), and holds 
the title as the first ever crossover artist! Waters was also the first Black wom-
an to receive equal billing with white stars on Broadway and would become 
known as the first Black woman to establish herself as a major American dra-
matic actress in Hollywood.

A singer from age five, where her talents 
shone in a children’s church program 
and a variety of church functions in and 
around Chester, PA, Waters would start 
singing at the amateur level in 1911 on 
her 15th Birthday. Renowned for her 
“hip shimmy shake,” Waters was hired 
on the spot – after her performance at a 
nightclub in Philadelphia (on her 15th 
birthday) – and made her vaudeville 
debut in 1917 at the Lincoln Theater in 
Baltimore, MD.

Waters became known as “Sweet Mama 
Stringbean” – for her tall, glamourous, 
lithe build – on the Black Vaudeville 
circuit and set herself apart from other 
singers of her time by performing songs, 
like her rendition of “St. Louis Blues,” in 
a softer and subtler style than her rivals, 
Ma Rainey and Bessie Smith. She could 
sing the blues beyond compare. And 
with her signature shimmy, soft and re-
fined voice, and her theatrical style, Wa-
ters captivated black – and white – audi-
ences alike. 



She worked the southern vaudeville cir-
cuit until 1919 when she became one 
of the first Black artists hired by Black 
Swan Records. She gained commercial 
success with two of her 1921 recordings, 
“Down Home Blues” and “Oh, Daddy,” 
and landed her first professional tour-
ing gig with Fletcher Henderson and the 
Black Swan Troubadours.

In the late 20s, with her appearances in 
Harlem nightclubs and then on the lu-
crative “white time” vaudeville circuit, 
Waters became one of America’s most 
celebrated and highest-paid entertainers. 
A woman who would make history time 
and again, Waters garnered many laurels 
and many “firsts”: 

April 21, 1922, she became the first Black woman to appear on radio.

In 1925 Waters was the first Black woman to star on her own at the Palace The-
ater in NYC. 

In 1927 she made her Broadway debut in Africana.

1933 was a busy year for Waters. She was the first Black woman to star in 
a commercial network radio show as well as the first singer to introduce 
50-songs that would become hits. That same year Waters became the first sing-
er to confront racism in a popular song -- “Suppertime” -- and introduced au-
diences to “Stormy Weather” at the Cotton Club, a song written expressly for 
her by Harold Arlen. 

It was also in 1933 that Waters became the first African American woman to 



integrate Broadway when composer Irving Berlin cast her in a starring role in 
his Broadway musical As Thousands Cheer, a decision he made after seeing her 
sing “Stormy Weather.” When Berlin's show toured the South, Waters secured 
top billing alongside her white cast members – another first for Black actresses. 

In 1939, she was the first Black singer to ap-
pear on television in The Ethel Waters Show 
a one-hour variety special that ran on NBC 
on June 14 - Waters was the host. Waters 
also grabbed the title of the first Black wom-
an to star on Broadway in a dramatic play – 
Mamba’s Daughters in ’39. 

Soon after, she became one of the highest 
paid actresses on Broadway regardless of 
race, and her Broadway acclaim led to a 
career in film and television. In 1943 she 
appeared in the all-black film, Cabin in 
the Sky, starring Lena Horne and directed 
by Vincente Minnelli. 

 
 
Click here to see Ethel Waters singing “Taking a Chance on Love” from the film 
Cabin in the Sky (1943).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue_jOJ8GfhI

 
 
In 1949, Waters became the Second African American to receive an Academy 
Award Nomination for Best Supporting Actress, for her role in the film Pinky.

In 1950 she won the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Actress for 
her performance on Broadway as Berenice in Carson McCuller’s The Member 
of the Wedding - a role she would reprise on film to further acclaim two years 
later. It was also in 1950 that Ethel Waters obtained the title of the first African 
American to star in her own television show, Beulah. 



Click here to watch two Episodes of Beulah.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ayg_hByC0HM

In 1961, for her role in the “Good Night, Sweet Blues” episode of the television 
series Route 66,  Waters became the first African American to earn an Emmy 
Award Nomination. 

With her days as a lean and sexy siren a memory Waters became a symbol of Black 
dignity. In her later years, she redefined herself as an evangelical Christian, giving 
her last performances as a member of Billy Graham’s crusade. She had come full 
circle, singing in the church once again.  Before her passing in 1977, Ethel Waters 
conquered one more art form, the publishing world. She produced two autobiogra-
phies: His Eye is on the Sparrow and To Me It’s Wonderful.

She is remembered for her fine acting, her expressive singing—and even more 
for her spirit.

Click here to watch Ethel Waters sing “His Eye is On the Sparrow” on the Billy 
Graham Show.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fo3-p3GDV6w

Sources:
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/waters-ethel-1896-1977/ 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/music-popular-and-jazz-biographies/ethel-waters 
https://legacyprojectchicago.org/person/ethel-waters 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/LGBTQ/ethel-waters  
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/stars/ethel-waters/ 
https://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/interactives/harlem/faces/ethel_waters.html 
https://roanoke.com/archive/life-of-singer-ethel-waters-simmers-in-heat-wave/article_86c3b6b9-b1e9-5e08-b972-31064f6b7d66.html 
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CAST
In order of appearance 

 

The Piano Players……………………………………….…………………………….Josh D. Smith* 

Ethel Waters……………………………………........…………..………………….Jannie Jones* 

JANNIE JONES JOSH D. SMITH

TIME AND PLACE 
1957 

The Billy Graham Crusade and in Ethel’s Mind as she remembers her life 

 SPECIAL THANKS 
Florida Studio Theatre,  

Richard Hopkins, Artistic Director; Rebecca Hopkins, Managing Director 

Mari Taylor Floyd 

 WIG STYLIST 
Venus Moultrie 

  

NO PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED DURING THE PERFORMANCE 

 

PATRONS ARE WELCOME TO TAKE PHOTOS OF THE SET AND THEATRE BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
SHOW AND WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO SHARE YOUR PHOTOS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

ETHEL WATERS: HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW contains references to the harsh treatment  
that Black Americans experienced in the early 1900s through the 1940s, including sexual and racial violence.

 
The show contains

.  strobe effect
.  haze
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WHO’S WHO

JANNIE JONES (Ethel Waters) 
most recently received critical acclaim for her role in Caroline Or Change (Caro-
line) at Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, where she also did Raisin (Lena Younger).  
She is delighted to return to Capital Rep. in her 4th production.  First of which was 
Crowns (Velma), Black Pearl Sings (Pearl) & A Night With Janis Joplin (Aretha Franklin 
& Nina Simone).  She & Chaundra Cameron (double cast) created the role of Ethel, 
in Larry Parr’s Ethel Waters, His Eye Is On The Sparrow where it premiered in 2005 
at Florida Studio Theatre & again in 2018, reprised the role, brought back by pop-
ular demand.  She performed with The Black Stars Of The Great White Way, that 
included Tony Award Winners, Norm Lewis & Andre DeShields & Emmy Winner, 
Obba Babatunde, at the National Black Theatre Festival.  Catch her episode of The 
Get Down (Cool Herc’s Mom) on Netflix & POWER on Startz.  BROADWAY: The Full 
Monty (Joanie Lish, understudy Georgie), HAIR (Dionne) Carre/Netherlands. OFF 
BROADWAY: Mama I Want To Sing (Sis. Carrie) & Faith Journey (Traci).  FIRST NAT’L 
BDWY TOUR:  All Shook Up (Sylvia). She received an Audelco Award for August Wil-
son’s Women/Fences (Rose). Bay Area Theatre Critic Award for Black Pearl Sings 
(Pearl). She can be heard on Broadway’s CD of The Full Monty & BARRY WHITE’s 
CD, Practice What You Preach.  She has performed at Radio City Music Hall, Madi-
son Square Gardens & Carnegie Hall.

ETHEL WATERS:  
HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW

SONG LIST

1.	 HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW, 1912, C. D. Martin, Charles H. Gabriel

2.	 FRANKIE AND JOHNNY, traditional

3.	 HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW, reprise

4.	 I DON’T DIG YOU, JACK, Jack Wilson

5.	 SWEET GEORGIA BROWN, 1925, Ben Bernie, Maceo Pinkard, Kenneth Casey

6.	 THIS JOINT IS JUMPIN’, 1938, J. C. Johnson, Andy Razaf, Thomas Waller, Chappell and Co., Inc.

7.	 LITTLE BLACK BOY, 1934,  J. C. Johnson, George Whiting, Record Music Publishing Company

8.	 OLD MAN HARLEM, 1933, Rudy Vallee, Hoagy Carmichael, Southern Music Company

9.	 DINAH, 1925, Sam Lewis, Joe Young, Harry Akst

10.	 TAKING A CHANCE ON LOVE, 1940, John La Touche, Vernon Duke, EMI Catalogue

11.	 AM I BLUE?, 1929, Grant Clarke, Harry Akst, Warner Chappell Music

12.	 STORMY WEATHER, 1933, Ted Koehler, Harold Arlen, S.A. Music Co.

13.	 HEAT WAVE, 1933, Irving Berlin, Irving Berlin Music Co.

14.	 CABIN IN THE SKY, 1940, John La Touche, Vernon Duke, EMI

15.	 BLACK AND BLUE, 1929, Fats Waller, Harry Brooks, Warner Chappell Music

16.	 HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW, reprise



JOSH D. SMITH (THE PIANO PLAYER) 
See musical director bio

CREATIVE TEAM BIOS

MAGGIE MANCINELLI-CAHILL (Director/Producing Artistic Direc-
tor) Maggie has directed more than 100 productions and has worked 
on, off, off-off Broadway and in regional theatres throughout the US.  
Since 1995, Maggie has served as Producing Artistic Director for theREP, 
where her favorite productions include Grand View, Nora, Taming Of 
The Shrew, Red, She Loves Me, Outside Mullingar, To Kill A Mocking-
bird, Race, The Trip To Bountiful, Moonlight And Magnolias, The Cru-
cible, Metamorphoses, Terra Nova, Ring Of Fire, Syncopation and The 
Irish And How…. In addition to her directing work, Maggie has adapted 
and co-authored plays for theREP’s On the Go touring productions for 
young audiences, including Sleepy Hollow, Pure Poe, A Christmas Carol, 
They Built America, Alice In Wonderland (with Margaret Hall), Friend Of 
A Friend: African American Heroes Of The Underground Railroad (with 
Jill Rafferty) and Henry H: The Perplexing Case Of Henry Hudson (with 
Maureen Aumand). Before her tenure at theREP, Maggie served as Pro-
ducing Director of Urban Stages in NYC, as Artistic Director for Theatre 
Under Glass in Denver and worked on the staffs of The Women’s Project 
and Ensemble Studio Theatre in NYC.  She has taught acting at the Na-
tional Theatre Institute at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center and mas-
ter acting seminars for the Capital Region Center for the Arts. Maggie 
received a Directors Project Fellowship from the Drama League of New 
York and holds an MFA in directing from Columbia University. She has 
served on the Boards of the HB Studio, the Downtown Albany Business 
Improvement District, the Albany County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau and is a member of the Forum for Executive Women (Capital Re-
gion chapter) and Ensemble Studio Theatre in NYC. She was honored by 
the Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber’s Women’s Business Council as 
one of the 100 Women of Excellence, was awarded the “Distinguished 
Leadership Award,” by the Chamber’s National Association for Commu-
nity Leadership and is a recipient of the Norman S. Rice Award for Ex-
cellence in Arts, Culture and Education. She is the proud mother of An-
drew, who is a film editor in Los Angeles.

SUE CAPUTO (CHOREOGRAPHER) Sue Caputo celebrates returning to 
theREP! Prior credits include The Full Monty (Susan), M. Butterfly (Hel-
ga/ choreographer), James Joyce’s, The Dead (choreographer), Syncopa-
tion (choreographer), Man of La Mancha (choreographer), Boston Mar-
riage (choreographer), The Sisters Rosenweig (movement consultant), 
33 Variations (movement consultant) and Gypsy (assist. choreographer), 
as well as various Next Act New Play staged readings including Gino 
Dilorio’s “Crib” (Lisa). 
Additional credits include Forever Plaid (director/choreographer), Get-
ting my Act Together (Cheryl/ choreographer) and Songs of War and 
Peace at the Fort Salem Theater; Philadelphia Story (Liz)  and A Tale of 
Cinderella (Nistina) at New York State Theater Institute. 
Sue is especially grateful to Maggie and Proctors Collaborative for this 



amazing experience and to Ralph, who like Ethel Waters, taught her that 
“Laughter keeps away the wrinkles.”

JOSH D. SMITH (MUSICAL DIRECTOR) is a Musical Director, Arrang-
er, Orchestrator, Pianist and Actor. He is currently an Associate Artist 
and resident Music Director at Capital Repertory Theatre where he has 
worked on many productions including The Full Monty, Ring Of Fire, 
She Loves Me, Mamma Mia!, Camelot, and The Secret Garden.  He has 
performed, music directed and/or accompanied numerous productions 
throughout the US—from Arizona to Maine.  Josh was formerly long-
time resident Musical Director at the Mac-Haydn Theatre in Chatham, 
NY.  He currently serves as Artistic Director for the ArtisTree Music The-
atre Festival in Woodstock, VT.  His musical arrangements can be heard 
regularly in venues across the country including Feinstien's/54 Below, 
The Green Room 42 and The Laurie Beechman Theatre in Manhattan. 
Recordings of his arrangements can be heard Broadway Records. Josh 
is originally from Syracuse, NY where he received his Masters of Music. 
Proud member of Actors' Equity and American Federation of Musicians 
Local 802.

ANDREA ADAMCYZK (COSTUME DESIGNER) – Received a BA in Musi-
cal Theatre from the University of New Hampshire.  She freelanced as a 
costume technician in New York CIty,  working on productions for New 
York City Opera Company, Virginia Opera Company, NYU and Dollywood 
as well as Specialty Events and Industrials.  She has designed locally for 
the Bethlehem Central School District and is thrilled to be back in the 
costume shop at theRep.

TRAVIS MCHALE (LIGHTING DESIGNER) Capital Rep:  Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley, Mamma Mia!, Camelot, Blithe Spirit, Trip to 
Bountiful, How Water Behaves. Regional Theatre: Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival, Bucks County Playhouse, Cape Playhouse, Colorado Festival of 
World Theatre, Guild Hall, Northern Stage, Weston Playhouse, Westport 
Country Playhouse.  Off-Broadway: 59E59, Primary Stages, 3 Legged 
Dog, Abingdon, Theatre Row, The Barrow Group.  Broadway: Associate 
designer for Something Rotten!, Sunset Boulevard, War Paint and oth-
ers. Other: Zaide (Carnegie Hall), BenDeLaCreme’s Inferno A-Go-Go (UK 
Tour), Chita Rivera: Legendary Celebration (International Tour) and 7 
seasons with IMCD Lighting for NY Fashion Week.Awards: Connecti-
cut Critics’ Circle, NY Innovative Theatre. Member: United Scenic Art-
ists www.travismchale.com

RIDER Q. STANTON (SOUND DESIGNER) Theatre credits include: The 
Shubert Theatre, The Alice Griffin Jewel Box Theatre and The Acorn 
Theatre in NYC; Arizona Broadway Theatre in Phoenix, AZ; Weston Play-
house in Weston, VT; Berkshire Theatre Group in Pittsfield, MA; ArtisT-
ree Music Theatre Festival in South Pomfret, VT; Playhouse on Park in 
West Hartford, CT; Briggs Opera House in White River Junction, VT; Pen-
tangle Arts in Woodstock, VT; The Mac-Haydn Theatre in Chatham, NY; 
d'Arts et de Rêves in Sutton, Québec; and Cirque Starlight in Porruntruy, 
Switzerland. Many thanks to Maggie for the opportunity to design Capi-
tal Rep’s first show in their beautiful new home! 



NATHAN W. SCHEUER (PROJECTION DESIGNER) is a lighting and pro-
jection designer who is thrilled to be back at Capital Rep. Oth-
er select credits include Mandy Patinkin's Diaries, Patti Lupone's 
Don't Monkey With Broadway, Count of Monte Cristo (Tuacahn), 
Kinky Boots, Singing in the Rain, Jesus Christ Superstar, Aida, 
Mamma Mia, Les Misérables (The Muny), A Taste of Things to 
Come (Broadway in Chicago), Oslo, Heisenberg, Admissions (The 
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis) After the Curtain (Travis Wall's 
Shaping Sound), E/Space, Pretty Peculiar Things, Within With-
out (Barak Ballet), Jerome Robbins’ Broadway, Seussical (TUTS), 
The Evolution of Mann (the cell), Upon This Handful of Earth, To-
sca (NYOS), Water by the Spoonful (TheatreSquared), Beneath 
One's Dignity, The Sleeping Beauty (LA Ballet), Spamalot (Arkan-
sas Rep). Nathan has had the pleasure of working with Barry Ma-
nilow, Selena Gomez, Alice Cooper, and Toby Keith, as well as 
having worked with companies such as Second Stage, NYC Bal-
let, Paris Opera Ballet, Lincoln Center Festival, Center Theatre 
Group, and San Francisco Opera. Proud member of USA-829. 

LAURA ANN CRAWFORD (PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER) is a PNW 
native. She fell in love with stage management while working in com-
munity theatre back in her hometown. She began working for Capital 
Repertory in 2019 as an Assistant Stage Manager. Laura is thrilled to be 
opening their new space and season in her new role! Between rehearsals 
and shows, Laura enjoys hiking in the ADK and sipping gourmet teas.

LARRY PARR (PLAYWRIGHT) has had hundreds of regional productions.  
Dramatist Guild and Sarasota Area Playwrights Society member.  Awards 
include:  HI-HAT HATTIE Kansas City’s Drama Desk Award for Best Mu-
sical, Florida Individual Artist Recipient, American Cinema Foundation’s 
First Prize for Screenwriting; MY CASTLE’S ROCKIN’ Southern Appala-
chian Repertory Theatre’s ScriptFest, produced at the National Black 
Theatre Festival; Invasion Of Privacy 1999 Gold Coast Players best-play 
award, The National Arts Club’s Playwrights First Award in Manhattan, 
Ashland New Play Festival, Theatre Conspiracy’s New Play Competi-
tion, Florida Individual Artist Recipient, and Dezart Performs Audience 
Favorite, Best Actresses, Beat Actor, Best Director, Best Supporting Ac-
tor, Best Supporting Actress in Palm Springs; SUNDEW Southern Appa-
lachian Repertory Theater’s Annual Play Competition, Judith Chapman 
Best Director Desert Theater League Awards; His Eye Is On The Sparrow 
Florida Individual Artist Recipient, The Sarasota County Arts Council’s 
John Ringling Fellowship Grant, Daytony Award (Dayton’s Tony Award) 
Best Overall Production; Shunned Southern Appalachian Repertory The-
ater’s ScriptFest Winner, Utah Shakespeare Festival, New American 
Playwrights Project, Julie Harris Playwright Award Finalist.  Shunned was 
published by Stage Rights.   https://www.stagerights.com/allshows/
shunned/ . He was a winner of Florida Studio Theatre’s Short Play Com-
petition nine years in a row.  He won STAGES ’93, the 1994 Porter Flem-
ing Playwriting Competition, The Arion Award For Music Excellence, Civ-
ic Recognition Award, and the Broome Agency’s Best-Novel Award.  In 
2000, and in 2010, Florida Studio Theatre presented him with the Bar-
bara Anton Playwriting Award.  In 2002, he was chosen as a participant 
in The Floridian Project with a play about Harry T. Moore.   
www.larryparr.info 



CAPITAL REPERTORY THEATRE has a rich history of creating ex-
cellent entertainment and strong community relationships. Established 
in 1981, “theREP” came into existence through the dedication and per-
severance of a group of artists from The League of Theatre Artists work-
ing together with Albany business, community and civic leaders. Donat-
ed labor, materials and expertise transformed the Grand Cash Market, 
an abandoned supermarket at 111 North Pearl Street, into what was to 
become the home of Albany’s first professional resident theatre.  Forty 
years later, the National Biscuit Company building at 251 N. Pearl Street 
was transformed into a new home for the theatre.  Once again, leaders 
from business and government, along with hundreds of generous indi-
viduals, joined forces to create the $13.5 million project that includes 
a 303-seat main stage theatre, a smaller flexible studio space, costume 
and prop shops and administrative offices.  
These investments of time and resources created the highly acclaimed, 
award-winning Capital Repertory Theatre with an annual operating bud-
get of $3.5 million, and a history of producing more than 6,000 perfor-
mances, employing more than 1,600 professional artists.  In addition to 
the work on theREP’s stages, the theatre reaches thousands of students 
every year through On the Go school tours, Story Hours and the Young 
Playwrights Contest.
In all programs and services, theREP serves its mission by embracing the 
community as a source of inspiration. We embrace cast, crew and au-
diences from every background to expand the horizons of thought and 
understanding of the human condition through the power of theatre.



theREP Administrative Staff
Judie Bouchard, Interim Operations Manager
Kait VanHeusen, Company Manager
Kate Kern, Company Management Intern

Artistic Leadership Team
Maggie Mancinelli-Cahill, Producing Artistic Director
Margaret E. Hall*, Associate Producing Artistic Director
Barbara Howard*, Associate Artist
Gordon Greenberg, Associate Artist
Stephanie Klapper, Associate Artist
Kevin McGuire*, Associate Artist
Yvonne Perry*, Associate Artist
Freddy Ramirez*, Associate Artist
Jean-Remy Monnay, Associate Artist
Josh D. Smith*, Associate Artist

Production Staff
Brandon Curry, Production Manager/Master Electrician
Luke Krauss, Assistant Production Manager/Audio Engineer
Richard Hochheimer, Properties Master
Andrea Adamczyk, Costume Shop Manager
Laura Crawford*, Production Stage Manager
Rose Biggerstaff, Assistant Stage Manager
Megan Maynard, Run Crew

Production Shop
Tony Panfili, Technical Director
Andrew Hasselbach Robin McDuffie, Carpenters
Laura Brignull, Scenic Artist

Capital Repertory Theatre (theREP) stands on the 
Traditional lands of the 

Mohican and Mohawk People
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OUR SPONSORS
Capital Repertory Theatre gratefully acknowledges the following Sponsors  

for their extraordinary support of the 2019–2020 Season. Additionally a complete  
list of 2019–2020 supporters is included in this playbill.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VALUED RESTAURANT PARTNERS

Albany Distilling Co.

Ama Cocina

C.H. Evans Brewing  
at the Albany Pump Station

Dawn's Victory Café

dp An American Brasserie

Nine Pin Cidery

The Olde English Pub

OPENING NIGHT SPONSORS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
EVENT SPONSOR

DISTINGUISHED EDUCATION  
SPONSOR

COMMUNITY ARTS LEADER LEAD PROMOTIONAL SPONSOR

CHEF’S TABLE NIGHT  
SPONSORS

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
SPONSOR

BEHIND THE SCENES 
SPONSORS

PRODUCTION SPONSORS
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SUPPORT
CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Capital Repertory Theatre extends its thanks to the following corporate,  
foundation and government donors for their support of the 2019–2020 Season.  

Through their generosity, we are able to create the highest caliber of theatre  
for the Capital Region.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
(corporate partners as of August 2019)

677 Prime 

Albany Chefs’ Food & Wine Festival:  
Wine & Dine for the Arts

American National Insurance 

Artist Pianos 

Bank of America 

Best Cleaners 

Café Capriccio

CAP COM Federal Credit Union 

Center for Economic Growth 

CS Arch Architecture | Engineering  
Construction Management 

Eastern Med, LLC 

Enchanted Florist of Albany

E. Stewart Jones Hacker Murphy, LLP 

Fairfield Inn Fairfield Inn by Marriott 
Albany Downtown

Falcon Club 

Greenberg Traurig LLP 

Hampton Inn & Suites  
Albany Downtown 

Logical Net

McNamee Lochner, P.C.

MVP Health Plan, Inc. 

Omni Development Company, Inc. 

Stuyvesant Plaza 

Synergy Fitness & Nutrition 

TEC Protective Coatings Inc.

RESTAURANT PARTNERS 

These restaurants show their appreciation for the arts, and for  
your patronage by enhancing our Opening Night, Chef’s Table and  

Thirsty Thursday pre-performance events at theREP. 

677 Prime

Albany Distilling 

Albany Pump Station 

Ama Cocina 

Bella Napoli 

Dawn's Victory Café 

dp An American Brasserie 

Nine Pin Cidery 

The Olde English Pub  

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES

Chevron Humankind

GE Foundation

Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program

FOUNDATIONS

Actors’ Equity Foundation, Inc.

Albany County Convention
& Visitors Bureau Fund

Bank of America Foundation 
Carlilian Foundation

Cohoes Savings Foundation*

Community Foundation of  
the Greater Capital Region

David & Candace Weir Foundation*

Howard Gilman Foundation

John D. Picotte Family Foundation
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M&T Charitable Foundation
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Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation*

R.A. Hunsdorfer Foundation
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Stewart’s Shops Foundation*

The Lucille A. Herold  
Charitable Trust*

The McCarthy Charities*

The Michael Tuch Foundation*

The Review Foundation*

The Shubert Foundation, Inc.
*Education support

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

This performance is made possible by the New York State  
Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo  

and the New York State Legislature.
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SUPPORT
CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Capital Repertory Theatre extends its thanks to the following corporate,  
foundation and government donors for their support of the 2019–2020 Season.  

Through their generosity, we are able to create the highest caliber of theatre  
for the Capital Region.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
(corporate partners as of August 2019)
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Annual Fund @theREP 
 

ANGEL SOCIETY 
 

Diamond Angels $10,000+ 
Joan Dembinski 
Dr. Thomas Freeman & Mrs. Phyllis Attanasio 
Sherry Gold & Wendell Lorang 
Lauren & Harold Iselin 
Jim Miller 
Chet & Karen Opalka 

 
Platinum Angels $5,000+ 
Ralph Blackwood & Nancy Nicholas 
Peter & Debbie Brown 
Albert De Salvo & Susan Thompson 
Jack & Connie Hume 
Ken Larsen & Leslie Thiele 
Howard & Susan Read 
Hon. Kathy Sheehan & Mr. Bob Sheehan 
King & Queen of 8 

 
Gold Angels $3,000+ 
Carolyn J. Anderson & Barbara C. Brenner 
Linda & Michael Barnas 
Randolph Collins & Michele Brown 
Barry Alan Gold Memorial Advised Fund of the Community 
Foundation for the Greater Capital Region 
Charles & Elizabeth Hall 
John & Mary Knight 
Dr. Lee & Debbie Ratner 
The Estate of Ruth Salter 
Peter Schiff & Nancy Wilie-Schiff 
Herb & Cynthia Shultz 
Charles Touhey & Alice Green 
Judy Ann Wade 
Anonymous 

 
Silver Angels $1,500+ 
Bob & Susan Allen 
Monice Barbero 
Richard & Peggy Becker 
Sharon Bedford & Fred Alm 
Matt & Phoebe Bender 
In Memory of Rita Block 
Donald & Jeanne Bourque 
Richard & Lou Ann Carlstrom 
William H. Chalmers & Linda Jackson-Chalmers 
Paul & Janice Corr 
Mark & Kristine Culotti 
Don & Ann Eberle 
Thomas D. Evans 
Evelyn & Larry Farbstein 
Glen McConky & Christine Haile 
Bill Harris & Holly Katz 
Fred & Donna Hershey 
Ted & Sally Jennings 
E. Stewart Jones, Jr. & Kimberly Sanger Jones 
Dale E. King Ph.D. 
Richard & Rebecca Langer 
Charles M. Liddle III 
Bennett & Deborah Liebman 
Don Lipkin & Mary Bowen 
Steve & Vivian Lobel 
Dr. Jeffry & Mrs. Patricia Luria 
Stephen & Mary Madarasz 
Robert J. McNamara 
Donna & Yono Purnomo 
Leslie & Eric S. Roccario, M.D. 
James & Linda Sandner 
Mr. Darryl W. Teal 
Frank & Joanna Walsh 
Heather & Jason Ward 
Fred & Winnie Wilhelm 
Dee & Frank Wind 
Anonymous 

 
Bronze Angels - $1,000+ 
Robert & Lynn Abarno 
Robert & Carolyn Agel 
Jane & Wally Altes 
Mary Arthur 
David Ashton & Kathleen Moser 
Judith E Barlow 
Lyle & Betty Barlyn 
Anthony & Julie Bifaro 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry & Patricia Binzer 
Sylvie & Bob Briber 
Dorice Brickman 
Worth Gretter & Carol Bullard 
Prentiss & Frieda Carnell 
Michael & Constance Cunningham 
Kate & Jerry Dudding 
Francine Frank 
Karen & Bernhard Scholz 
Ross & Deborah Hanna 
Nancy Hershey 

Mindaugas & Linnea Jatulis 
Donald & Ruth Killoran 
Marta & Mark Koblenz 
Shirley Lewis 
Bud & Marge Lindner 
Charles & Barbara Manning 
Robert A. Martin Sr. 
Michael McCord 
Michael McKenzie & Kari Floren 
William & Katherine McLaughlin 
Linda & Peter Meenan 
Tom & Linda Murphy 
Robert & Susan Pierino 
Don & Lois Porter 
John Privitera & Louise Tarantino 
David P. Quinn 
James & Joan Savitt 
Oliver Wadsworth & Kirk Jackson 
Mr. A.A. Woodward 

 
Benefactor $600+ 
Chip & Jo Ashworth 
Jim & Rose Barba 
Jim Cochran & Fran Pilato 
Barbara & Don Costanzo-Orr 
Drs. John & Thea Dalfino 
Robert C. & Sandra E. Farmer 
John & Barbara Flynn 
Susan M. Haswell 
Teresa Kennedy 
Bernie & Lynn Kinlan 
Zvi & Beth Klopott 
Douglas & Carolyn Larsen 
Robert & Jean Leonard 
Marc Lifset 
Mike & Patricia Loudis 
Debbie & Charlie McCambridge 
Edward & Peg Neiles 
Michael & Denise Poost 
Ellie Prakken & John Smolinsky 
Craig & Dale Raisig 
Roberta & Bob Redmond 
Ricki D Shapiro 
Len Silverstein & Judith Regan 
Dr. John Simon & Dr. Susan Ferrary 
Debbie & Rick Sokoler 
Charles J. & Audrey T. Trupia 
Terry & Dan Tyson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Whiteman 
James & Ellen Wright 

 
Investor $300+ 
John & Helen Articolo 
April Austin 
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Bailey 
Michele Atallah & George Benson 
Charles & Charlotte Buchanan 
The Bunces 
Richard & Judy Capullo 
Marylou & Jerry Cartwright 
James A. Chant & Kathleen Carrigan Chant 
Roderick & Chloe Correll 
Mr. Robert Curley 
Dr. Jay & Tordis Dewell 
Carole & R. Wayne Diesel 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Linda English 
Sal & Kathy Ervolina 
Joanne & Michael Esposito 
Edward & Barbara Evans 
Lewis & Barbara Gershman 
Cornelius Goes 
Drs. David & Felice Gordis 
Joan K. Ham 
Bob Henshaw & Nancy Ross 
Edward & Judy Hughes 
Ian & Deidre Hughes 
Kim & Ted Hyland 
Jack & Kathy Kavanaugh 
Teresa Kennedy 
Peggy King 
Pam Kostbar-Jarvis 
Maria & Joseph Kunz 
Rev. Dr. Bill & Joanna Lasher 
Vallencia & Curtis Lloyd 
Karen & Alan Lobel 
Dr. Jeffrey & Nancy Lozman 
Charlie & Judy Lynch 
Nancy van Deusen & Sandy Mackay 
Judith A. Maguire 
Jacqueline L. Marino 
Rudy & Wendy Meola 
John & Marney Mesch 
Christine Miles & John J. Kelliher 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas & Hilary Miller 
Philip & Kathleen Morris 
Lee & Heidi Newberg 
Kevin & Pat O'Bryan 
Steven Parnes & Robin Rosenblum 
Bill & Doreen Patry 
David and Jennifer Pettis 
Mary Pilkington & Rick Genaro 
David & Kendra Pratt 
Stephen & Marsha Ras 
Rosemarie V. Rosen 
Dorothy D. Sager 
Donna Sawyer 
Michael & Monica Short 



Mary Ellen Sullivan 
Stevi & William Swire 
Claudia Verga 
Ms. Janet Vine 
Stephanie H. Wacholder & Ira Mendleson III 
Michael & Doris Walker 
Ed & Judy Warren 
Elizabeth & Jerry Weiss 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred & Ann Wolpert 
Melissa M Zambri & Gina M Moran 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Zimmerman 
David & Iva Zornow 
Anonymous 
 

Sustainer $200+ 
Jan Altschuller & Rich White-Smith 
Carmen & Cecelia Artino 
James Ayers & Miriam Trementozzi 
Kathleen & Bryon Backenson 
Andi Lyons & Janka Bialek 
Joseph & Sandra Bianchine 
Moses & Jane Brand 
Molly Brindle 
Crescentia & Bruce Brynolfson 
Peter & Patricia Burkart 
Henry Chen 
Judi & Ken Clements 
Ann Cohan 
Neil & Beverly Colman 
Patrick & Maggie Crowley 
Harriett Jordan Degraff 
Anthony & Lucille Esposito 
Steven & Karen Fein 
Richard & Joanne Gascoyne 
Laurinda Gearing 
Sandra & Stewart Gill 
Sonja Goodwin 
Mark Harris & Melanie Greenspan 
David E Guinn 
Joseph & Susan Hart 
Chris Hoffman & Linda Baker 
Mr. Robert F. Hoffman 
Thomas & Nanci Hoffman 
Stephen B. Holt 
Neil & Maryann Johanning 
Lynne & Hugh Johnson 
Eric & Priscilla Johnson 
Saul & Ellen Kattleman 
William & Dana Kennedy 
Mary Kingsley 
Lisa Kissinger 
Elaine M. Klee 
John & Karen Lombardi 
Betsy Lopez-Abrams 
Alan Miller 
Michael & Leslie Moran 
Jim & Deb Morris 
Terry & Ivor Moskowitz 
Jon & Val Olmer 
David Ellison & Carolyn Olsen 
Ann Parillo 
William & Kathleen Paulus 
Mr. & Mrs. Davis & Kristina Philip 
Cynthia Placek 
Dorothy H. Reynolds 
George & Gail Richardson 
Ellie & Gene Rowland 
Ann Shapiro & Barry Pendergrass 
Roseanne Fogarty & Perry Smith 
Dwight & Rachel Smith 
Joel M. Spiro, MD 
Tim & Kathy Stachnick 
Mary Stock 
Larry Syzdek & Ruth Olmsted 
Joanne & Peter Tobiessen 
Ms. Sonya Vanbortel 
Dr. Henry Walter & Dorothy Ellinwood 
Dr. Andrew & Lynn Warheit 
Carl & Karen Winters 
David & Sue Wollner 
Drs. Susan Standfast & Theodore Wright 
Anonymous 
 

Friends $100+ 
Marguerite Saunders & Reba Architzel 
Helen L Barber 
Ann-Marie Barker Schwartz 
Mathew & Kathryn Barry 
Michael & Joyce Bassett 
Anita Behn 
Ray & June Benenson 
Nancy & Geoff Bornemann 
Thomas & Bonita Bowes 
Ann & Dave Brandon 
Tony & Barbara Brandone 
Mrs. Vicki Bremer 
Judith Bridges 
Dan & Suzanne Brunelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Burdick 
Stanley Michael Byer 
Angela Carow 
Alan & Valerie Catlin 
Tim & Marilyn Cohan 
Mary A. Corrado 
James & Maria Coward 
Deborah M Dewey 
Osgood & Agnes Eaton 
Hope & Hank Greenberg 

Assemblymember Patricia Fahy 
Michael Freshman 
Louise Simmons & Bob Funck 
Jack & Ginny Gajewski 
Jean & Andy Genovese 
Robert & Donna Grossman 
Carl & Susan Gutman 
Margaret Gutman 
In honor of Carolyn Anderson 
Ellen Cribbs 
Frank Hickey 
Maura Hisgen 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Humphreys 
Allan & Colleen Janssen 
Bill & Ellen Jennings 
Marilyn & Stan Kaltenborn 
Gerald & Ellen Katzman 
Dr. Beatrice Kovasznay 
Catherine Krylowicz 
David & Diane Kvam 
Michael Lafrank 
Bozena Lajdecki 
Ann & Gar Lala 
Richard & Elaine Lane 
Ms. A. Patricia Lavin 
Mr. Alan & Anne Lawitz 
Dr. Martha Lepow 
Hon. Howard A. Levine 
Bill & Marie Liddle 
Robert & Nancy Lynk 
Mary S MacDonald 
Alvin & Sally Magid 
Gerard & Trish Marciano 
Mike Matthews & Deborah Sheehan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce & Barbara McBride 
Tony & Elaine McCann (In Honor of Miss Raskoph) 
Bruce & Virginia McEwen 
Peter & Donna Meixner 
Bob & Marcia Meyer 
Steven & Paula Moskowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard & Ilona Muhlich 
Paul & Karen Murphy 
Ms. Janet Nardolillo 
Wayne Nelson 
Michael & Rhona Novack 
Barbara R.W. O'Rourke 
Sherman & Eve Parker 
Jill Parkinson & Cynthia Blanchard 
Bob & Lee Pettie 
Mr. David Phaff 
Marian Price 
Chase & Paula Pugliese 
James & Roberta Read 
B Miron & L Rose 
Heather & Warren Rossman 
Alice S. Rubenfeld 
Robert & Karen Savicki 
Ellen Sax 
Ms. Jane B. Schneider 
William Schollenberger & Luci Neal 
Bill & Sue Schultz 
Ralph & Dorothy Schultz 
Gerry & Margaret Schuth 
Ellen & Eric Schwartz 
Robert & Pamela Selover 
Linda & Neil Shapiro 
John & Margaret Sherman 
Anthony J. Sinopoli 
Judith & Gene Sirianni 
Peter & Diana Skelly 
Sarah & Frank Slingerland 
Elizabeth A. Sonneborn 
The Spencers 
Dick & Sally Spitzer 
Leslie E. Stein 
Paul & Janet Stoler 
Sandra Storfer 
Sara Tack & Mark Shipley 
Mrs. Sarah Taylor 
Joyce Teitelman 
Lois Thomson 
Sarah Tillman 
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen 
Ms. Deborah Trupin 
Larry N Volk 
Lois Webb 
Barbara Wiley 
Russell Wise & Ann Alles 
Barbara Youngberg 
Anonymous 
 

Capital Repertory Theatre gratefully appreciates 
all who generously supported us. 
 

These donors are recognized for their Annual Fund contributions 
made from July 1, 2019 - December 31, 2020. 
 

Please contact the Development Department at 518.382.3884 if this 
list differs from your personal giving records. 



The Board at theREP
Officers
Harold Iselin, Chairperson
Debbie Brown, Secretary
Peggy Becker, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Carolyn Anderson
Monice Barbero
Richard  Carlstrom
William Chalmers
Albert De Salvo
M. Sherry Gold
Kimberly Sanger Jones
Bennett Liebman
Vallencia Lloyd
Stephen Madarasz
James H. Miller
Donna Purnomo
Debbie Ratner
Howard J. Read
Rabbi Scott Shpeen
Vickie Smith
Frank Walsh

theREP


